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Like many, I am still processing the powerful testimony of poet Amanda Gorman, whose poem “The Hill We 
Climb,” made her not just a star, but a role model overnight. The last line in the poem was particularly stirring, 
“For there is always light, if only we’re brave enough to see it, if only we’re brave enough to be it.”  
 
As Christians this imagery of being light in the world, and being the light of Christ to be more specific, is 
nothing new. It is a life that we are brought into during the baptismal liturgy in which we receive a candle, 
reminding us to shine so that we point other’s to Christ’s love in the world. Talking about the light of Christ, 
and being the light of Christ is fitting this time of year. Even though Christmas feels like long gone in which we 
often use the imagery of light, on February 2nd the church celebrates another festival - Candlemas.  
 
Candlemas and the Feast of the Purification, are celebrated on February 2, forty days after Christmas. They 
commemorate both the presentation of Jesus in the Temple in accordance with Jewish practices, and the 
blessing of candles which were used in the church and in homes throughout the year. A recognition of this date 
as significant began in Jerusalem in the 4th century where candles were carried in procession, then blessed, lit, 
and distributed to the people, to symbolize bringing the light of Christ into the world. 
 
I invite you to read Luke 2:22-40 in which Simeon and Anna recognized Jesus as God-with-us and responded 
with praise, prayer, and by sharing the light they saw in this young Messiah. Light a candle or turn on a battery-
powered one and spend time in reflection. Where do you see God-with-us in your life? How do you respond? 
Consider how you might share light with others. You might share physical light with candles in your window, 
or by giving someone a candle as a gift. You might share the spiritual light of Christ in other ways - through 
acts of kindness or service. Even as you share with others, continue the practice of lighting your own candle to 
remind yourself of God's presence in your life. 
 
It is in this reading from Luke that we find the Song of Simeon or the Canticle of Simeon, "Master, now you are 
dismissing your servant in peace..." These words are often said as part of Compline (Night Service), the final 
service of the day in the Christian practice of patterned daily prayer. So may Simeon’s song be our prayer for 
Candlemas this year:  
 
Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; For these eyes of mine have seen 
the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of 
your people Israel. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
It is always a good time of year to celebrate Christ’s presence in our lives and in the world. As we enter this 
Lenten season, how can we continue to grow that light, and better yet how can we be it? Maybe lighting a 
candle every day is a good place to start.  
 
In the light of Christ,  
Pastor Kelsey  
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Council Meeting Highlights 
      January 11, 2021  

 
Members present:  Stephanie Abright, Linda 
Stanford, Paul Larson, Pastor Kelsey, Kirk Krause, 
Cynthia Tingle, Jeremy Wallace, Terry Roller, 
Denise Masters, Ashley Jenson, & Beth Pristash 
 
 

• The checking account balance, as of 
December 31, 2020, is $267,306.00.   

 
• A vote was approved naming Beth Pristash 

as treasurer.  
  

• The cessation of in-person worship was kept 
in an indefinite status and the online services 
will continue.  
 

• Office assistant Linda Ludwig resigned the 
first week in January. Personnel and 
executive committee will work to keep office 
running during transition period. 

 
• A Council retreat is planned online with 

Bishop Associate Pr. Kris Totzke for Feb. 28 
 

 
This format is to provide highlights of the Council 
Meeting.  A copy of the minutes will be available 
from the church office no later than the end of each 
month. 
 
On Sunday Feb. 7 following the worship service we 
will gather on zoom to install our newly elected 
council. As always, you are invited to communion 
and coffee our on Zoom after each Sunday Service.  
 
 
Grace to Go 

On Feb. 14 receive love in the form 
of Holy Communion. Drive thru the 
parking lot off of New Road anytime 
between 2:00 pm & 4:00 pm. You 
will receive a prayer, an individually 
wrapped communion kit, and a Lent 
bag (includes ashes for Wednesday).  

 
 
 

Lent at St. Matthew  
As we prepare to enter the 
penitential season of Lent, 
here are a few ways to build 
that connection with God 
and this community.  
  
Feb. 14 – Pick up your Lent in a bag (from 2-4). 
These kits include ashes for Ash Wednesday, and 
other items to help establish an intentional 
prayer/worship space at home. If you are unable to 
pick up your kits during the grace to go event, you 
may stop by the church office during business hours 
Feb. 15-17.  
 
Feb. 16 – Shrove Tuesday Wine & Hymns. Gather 
with this community over zoom (meeting ID 745 
710 692) as we sing together, and enjoy wine (or 
your preferred beverage) dessert, and other sweets 
from the comfort of home. To prepare for the event 
we are taking hymn requests. You can send those 
Ashley Jenson jenson.ashley@gmail.com. The last 
day to do so is Feb. 9.  
 
Feb. 17 – An Ash Wednesday service will premiere 
on Facebook at 7:00 pm. You can also participate 
via zoom using the Sunday Worship information.  
 
Lenten Journey of Discovery 
“We Wish to see Jesus” Thursdays @ 7:00 pm 
from Feb. 25-March 25. We will partner with First 
Lutheran and the Episcopal Lutheran Fellowship at 
Baylor, for a short prayer service, guest speaker, and 
discussion. The theme of these talks and discussion 
will focus on how vocations have looked different 
since the pandemic, how our faith has been 
impacted, and the surprising places where we 
discover Jesus at work in our lives and in the world. 
These gatherings will be done over zoom (details to 
come).  
 
Wednesdays in Lent starting Feb. 24 Pastor Kelsey 
will lead a short prayer service that will be available 
on Facebook by noon. These services will include a 
brief reflection on the prior Sunday’s Gospel text.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jenson.ashley@gmail.com
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Zoom Bible Study 
Wednesday Morning Bible study on the 
book of Hebrews will continue until 
Feb. 10 and will take a pause during 

Lent.  

Holy Happy Hour 
Join members of this community for fellowship 
online, Thursday nights at 5:30 pm. Happy hour will 
take a pause during Lent to give people opportunity 
to participate in Lent programming.   

 

 
 

 
 
Dear St. Matthew Family, 
  
I’m so grateful for your thoughtful and generous 
Christmas gift as well as your love and support 
during this challenging year. You have been source 
of encouragement and strength to me. I am truly 
blessed to serve alongside you all in ministry and to 
call you my church family. 
  
Peace and Joy, 
-Sha 
 
Dear St. Matthew Community,  
 
I also want to thank the congregation for the 
thoughtful and generous Christmas gift. It is a joy to 
walk with you, and be part of this community. There 
aren’t enough words to express my gratitude (I 
looked it up in the thesaurus there really aren’t), for 
your continued support throughout this difficult 
year. I am grateful to be your pastor. 
 
Peace,  
Pastor Kelsey  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Requests and Concerns 
If you have an update or a concern, please call the 
office and leave a message or reach out to Pastor 
Kelsey directly. 
 

Members with Prayer Concerns: 
Alfred Gstattenbauer, Steve Jenson, Agnes 

Decker, Clydine Arthur, Ron  Lambring, 
Lauren Roller, Elnora Schwake, Eunice & 

John Linda, Ty Henrichs, Tammy Vickrey, 
Stephanie Partin, Irene Erickson, Melba Hafer,  
Mary Ann Lippe, Toni Barnum, Darlene Cureton, 
Denise Self 
 
We express our Christian Sympathy to: 
✝family and friends of Wanda Kilstrom 
 
Those for whom prayer is requested: 
Lila Becker (Beth Pristash) 
Rodney Roller, Carlos Remedios, Patrick Dalton, 
Kylie Kubicki, Martha Corley, Ralph Sparks, Paul 
Field(Terry Roller) 
Roger Sanders (Clydine Arthur) 
Jimmy Moore, Laura Burney (Ross & Kim Browne) 
Philip Reyna (Mary Koon) 
Melva Williamson (Donna & Bobby Zimmerman) 
Larry Warenke (Jean Moeller) 
Kay Peterson (Mary Herring) 
Melva Williamson (Donna Zimmerman) 
Jerry Murphy (Peggy Tooker) 
Ty Croford (Linda Stanford) 
Debbie Vonasek (Elnora Schwake) 
Vicki Terry (Carol Linda) 
Rachel Corbett (Tammy Bush) 
Rhonda Smith Owens, Alicia York (Denise Self) 
Kenneth and Paula Moerbe 
 
February birthdays 
Joe Hutyra 2/1 
Jean Moeller 2/7 
Kelly Heyde 2/8 
Jason Umberger 2/8 
Roy Anderson 2/9 
Billie Boeche 2/11 
Irene Erickson 2/12 
Scott Bancale 2/14 
Tommy Bush 2/15 
Artie Lambring 2/16 
Daylon Crye 2/18 
Kevin Henry 2/21 
Jeremy Wallace 2/24 



Page 4                                                            February 2021                                   New Vision on New Road 
Karen Aho 2/27 
Melissa Mullens 2/27 
Mary Ann Lippe 2/28 
 
February Anniversaries 
Weldon and Marcyl Howell   2/5   
Ross and Kim Browne           2/6 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for keeping members of the 
congregation, and their friends and 
family in your prayers. We know that 
situations change, and as we work to 
ensure best care of those in need of 

prayer, we will keep people on the list for a month at 
a time. Please contact the church office with any 
additions or removals. 
 
 
 

The monthly 
newsletter deadline 
is the 3rd Sunday of 
each month. Please 

send submissions to cvanauken@grandecom.net.  
Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Giving Options  
Simply Giving is offered through the 

church office for automatic withdrawal from your 
checking or savings account to give to St. Matthew 
Lutheran Church. In addition, you can give from 
your phone using the GivePlus+ app and entering zip 
code 76710 to find St. Matthew. 

mailto:cvanauken@grandecom.net


Candlemas Coloring Page 



Saint Matthew Lutheran Church 
800 N. New Road 
Waco, TX  76710 
 
 
 Address Correction Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact us at St. Matthew Lutheran Church 
Telephone:  254.772.9349 
Website:  www.saintmatthewwaco.org  
Email:  Church Office 
smlcoffice@saintmatthewwaco.org 
Friend us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/SaintMatthewLutheran  
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Friday:  9:00 am - 12:00 noon 
 

Remember: If you do not have a code to the alarm 
system (which is different from the code to the key 
pad outside the front and back doors), DO NOT 
enter the building after office hours, or if no one 
else is already in the building. All Council members 
and the various group leaders that meet at St. 
Matthew have codes for the alarm system. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
President: Stephanie Abright                      
  s_abright@yahoo.com  
Vice-President: Linda Stanford                   

lstanford@mclennan.edu 
Secretary:  Paul Larson 

Paul_larson@baylor.edu 
Treasurer:  Beth Pristash 
  eprist@sbcglobal.net                               

 
COUNCIL-AT-LARGE 

 
Kirk Krause   Kirkkrause84@gmail.com 
Cynthia Tingle   catingle@yahoo.com 
Jeremy Wallace  jwallace@harmontx.org   
Terry Roller  troller@hot.rr.com 
Ashley Jenson  jenson.ashley@gmail.com 
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