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June 2020                                                                                           St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 

St. Matthew’s building will remain closed through the month of June 

 

Grace and peace to you, beloved of St. Matthew, 

  

As the weeks go on and the numbers ebb and flow, I know that more than a few of us are feeling the strain of 

COVID 19. It is true that this virus has changed our lives as we knew them and it seems that we will all have to 

adjust to whatever the new normal will be. This is hard. You will see other businesses and churches open back 

up, and while it is easy to compare, please trust and know the leadership of this congregation makes its decisions 

based on the best interest of the people of St. Matthew and the most vulnerable in our community. 

 

The council has decided to keep the building closed and refrain from in-person worship through the month of 

June. This was not a decision that was made lightly and was made in conjunction with many conversations with 

St. Matthew folks over the last couple of weeks.  Taking into account the recommendations and guide from the 

Bishop’s office of the NT-NL Synod there are many factors to consider when deciding to re-open such as the 

demographics of the congregation, the structure of the building, and the resources available. There are still so 

many unknowns in the midst of all of this, and there doesn’t seem to be one right answer. What works for some 

doesn’t work for all. But what we do know, is that we want to keep the care and the health of our people as our 

number one priority. As Presiding Bishop of the ELCA Elizabeth Eaton said, “Being careful is a way for us to be 

faithful.” 

  

A task force is now in place that includes members of council, property, and worship, to start planning for in 

person worship beginning July 5 (subject to change). Please keep in mind that when we do return, things will be 

different. It will not be the worship experience that we have known. If we want to worship in person, and do so 

safely, we will all need to do our part to make that a possibility. Details for worship and expectations will be 

distributed and communicated prior to that first worship experience. Knowing that many will continue to stay 

home, an online experience will continue. We know people want to see one another and worship together. In 

order to make that happen, with the most vulnerable in mind, we will need to start small and go from there. 

  

Let me say too, that I am grateful to each and every one of  you in this community, and the ways that you 

continue to care for one another. You have made phone calls, taught yourself new technology, stepped up to help 

those in need, and prayed for friends who have been struggling. This church has never been closed. It is evident 

that our work of loving God and loving our neighbor has continued. 

  

It is because of the generosity of members here, that a congregational support fund has been set up to help 

members who may be carrying financial burdens during this time.  If you would like to donate to this special fund 

write a check and use “congregational support” in the memo. If you are in need please don’t hesitate to reach out 

to me or anyone on our executive committee or church council. 

  

This is a new thing. And as the Holy Spirit did a new thing on that first Pentecost morning, we will continue to 

work through this new thing together as a community of faith. 

  

Christ’s Peace to you, 

Pastor Kelsey 
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Church Council will be meeting bi-weekly by Zoom 

 

Council Highlights –May 12, 2020 

 

Members present:  Stephanie 

Abright, Sally Engelbrecht, Sharon Gripp, Shelly 

Jasek, Paula Jenson, Pastor Kelsey, Kirk Krause, 

Paul Larson, Linda Stanford, Cynthia Tingle, and 

Jeremy Wallace 

 

• The amount in the checking account, after 

deducting dedicated accounts, is $99,177.62. 

 

• Bracken Scholarship application deadline 

will be extended to the end of May.  

Communication regarding this change will 

be sent out soon. 

 

• Lutheran Sunset Ministry will have a 

Corporation Annual Meeting when an in-

person meeting is allowed.  Two voting 

delegates from St. Matthew will be needed to 

attend this meeting. 

 

• Briarwood Camp is still being planned; 

however, it may look different from past 

years.  More communication will be shared 

as it is received.   

 

• God’s Work.  Our Hands.  Linda shared an 

update on Ty Croford; he has recuperated 

well from dental work.   

 

• A clean-up day for the outside of the church 

is being planned at the end of June. 

 

• A reopening date is being discussed and the 

congregation will be called for their input.   

 

• A Congregational Support account has been 

approved.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Sally Engelbrecht, Secretary 

 

This format is to provide highlights of the Council 

Meeting.  A copy of the minutes will be available 

from the church office no later than the end of each 

month 

  W-ELCA News 

 

Due to the Coronavirus (COVID 19), Lutheran 

World Relief has postponed the delivery of quilts, 

health kits and school backpacks date to Plano, 

Texas to November 2020. At this time a date has 

not been set. As soon as a date is received for 

November it will be announced. 

 

We are still in need of dark colored bath towels, bath 

size soap bars, nail clippers, tooth brushes and sturdy 

combs. (Please no small pocket combs). 

 

When church services resume, bring items and place 

in the LWR BOX in the hallway. Also, you may 

make a check to: Saint Matthew Lutheran for $10.00 

to purchase a health kit. Please note on the back of 

the white pew envelope for LWR Kit. 

 

Wanda Kilstrom - Saint Matthew - Box Shipment 

Coordinator 

 

 
 

10th Anniversary Art as Worship Exhibit 

 

abundance  reflection 

peace  mystery 
renewal  sanctuary 
light   justice 

rock 
 

In the beginning God created (Genesis 1:1). God is 

creator, God still creates today, and He calls us to be 

creative. We honor our creative God with our artistic 

creations. 

 

To celebrate our tenth anniversary, we invite 

artists to submit work that contemplates the many 

meanings and resonances of any of our previous 

themes in Scripture, in Christian thought, and in our 

society today. Perhaps there's a theme that you 

would like to revisit. Maybe you missed a year and 

know just what you would have done (and here's 

your chance). Or maybe you want to incorporate 
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multiple themes in your artwork to help us celebrate 

10 years of making art together. 

 

We have always intended for our themes be a guide 

or encouragement rather than a restriction for an 

artistic response. This year, we hope that our themes 

broaden your creative choices and allow for us all to 

remember our first ten years of Art as Worship. We 

are planning some special surprises in the weeks 

preceding this year's exhibit, so stay tuned for that, 

as well. 

 

Please visit www.fineartsministry.blogspot.com for 

more information or talk to Jeanne Dittmann or 

DeAnna Toten Beard. The opening gala will be held 

on Saturday, November 21 in the evening. 

 

Men’s Breakfast  

 

Men’s breakfast is cancelled for June 

 

Bible Study 
 

 A short time of bible study and prayer 

is being led by Pastor Kelsey 

Wednesdays at noon, via zoom. If you 

need information on how to participate 

email or call Pastor Kelsey 

pastorkelsey@saintmatthewwaco.org 

 

 

Happy Hour 

 

Join members of this community for fellowship on 

Thursday nights at 5:30 pm. This is a great way to 

connect with those we have been missing these last 

couple of months. If you need information on how to 

participate email or call Pastor Kelsey 

 

Online Calendar Updates 

 

As we work to keep our online 

calendar up to date, please contact 

Sally Engelbrecht, 

sengel1918@yahoo.com, for any 

additions or corrections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members with Prayer Concerns:  

Members with Prayer Concerns: Ron 

Knobel, Alfred Gstattenbauer, 

Steve Jenson, Agnes Decker, Clydine 

Arthur, Ron & Stephanie Lambring, 

Lauren Roller, Elsie Pietzsch, Bill & Elnora 

Schwake, Ron Peterson, Eunice & John Linda, Ty 

Henrichs, Tammy Vickrey, Stephanie Partin, Irene 

Erickson, Melba Hafer, Henry & Mary Ann Lippe, 

Toni Barnum 

 

Those for whom prayer is requested: 

Able Torres, Amanda Burke, Allen Fields (Beth 

Pristash)  

Carlos Remedios, Rodney Roller, Patrick Dalton, 

Brenda Light, Blake Griffin, Lou Brazil (Terry 

Roller) 

Roger Sanders (Clydine Arthur) 

Jimmy Moore, Laura Burney (Ross & Kim Browne) 

Philip Reyna (Mary Koon) 

Melva Williamson (Donna & Bobby Zimmerman) 

Larry Warenke (Jean & Bill Moeller) 

Jo Bob Gough (Mary Herring) 

Melva Williamson (Donna Zimmerman) 

Jerry Murphy (Peggy Tooker) 

Ty Croford (Linda Stanford) 

Janice Richter (Meridith Sellers) 

Teri Vickrey, LeeAna Bond (Cameron Vickrey) 

Peggy Ricketts (Carol Linda) 

 

Our Christian sympathy for the family and friends 

of Ken Busch 

 
 

Thank you for keeping members of the 

congregation, and their friends and family in your 

prayers. Please contact the church office with any 

additions or removals. 

 

The monthly newsletter 

deadline is the 3rd 

Sunday of each month. 

Please send submissions to 

cvanauken@grandecom.net or place your 

handwritten information and thank you notes in the 

wooden box near the entrance of the workroom.  

Thank you. 

 

 

 

mailto:cvanauken@grandecom.net
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June Birthdays 

Steve Jenson   6/1 

Ann Towers   6/2 

Jean Bush   6/3 

Teresa Bancale  6/5 

Ty Henrichs   6/7 

Henry Beard   6/8 

Sally Engelbrecht  6/8 

Allana Stanford  6/9 

Janet Reiske   6/12 

Denise Self   6/13 

Sean Smith   6/15 

Edie Walker   6/16 

Kathy Nordt   6/20 

Elsie Pietzsch   6/20 

Colleen Early   6/30 

 

 

June Wedding Anniversaries: 

DeAnna & Kemper Beard  6/1 

Bill & Mary Krause   6/1 

David & Stacey Vanderkinter  6/1 

Sha & Ann Towers   6/13 

John & Shelly Jasek   6/15 

Chad & Maggie Johnson  6/16 

Rod & Becky Rodeman  6/22 

John & Lori Smith   6/23 

Roy & Florence Anderson  6/26 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Giving Option 

Simply Giving is offered through the church office 

for automatic withdrawal from your checking or 

savings account to give to St. Matthew Lutheran 

Church. In addition you can give from your phone 

using  the GivePlus+ app and entering zip code 

76710 to find St. Matthew. 
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Pentecost Coloring Page  
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