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DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

 

I am always flooded with emotions during Holy Week and Easter. What begins as a triumphal waving of 

branches anticipating Christ’s entry into Jerusalem, quickly turns to death as we imagine ourselves with the 

crowd, crying “Crucify him, Crucify him.” As we contemplate our sin, and the sin of the world, sometimes we 

are left in a hopeless place. And as there is fear and uncertainty in the world right now it becomes easier and 

easier to sit with those feelings.  

 

So I want to be as clear as possible – there is nowhere that God won’t go for you and for me. And it is during 

Holy Week that God goes to hell and back – for you. Sure, we say that in the Apostle’s Creed that Christ 

“descended into the dead” or other versions read, “descended into hell,” but it is during Holy Week that this 

becomes a reality. We are met with those emotions as we too are taken to a deep place to contemplate our sins as 

we wait for the resurrection dawn that Easter morning is sure to bring. 

 

This in between time of Jesus’ death and resurrection was called by the earliest of Christians as “The Harrowing 

of Hell.” There are plenty of icons and paintings that depict this scene, but it is a powerful image of Christ 

descending into hell, reaching his hands out to Adam and Eve, pulling them up out of their graves, and extending 

salvation to all those who have died since the beginning of time. I get chills just talking about it, because it is a 

beautiful depiction of God rendering all of humanity saved through Jesus Christ. 

 

With death comes resurrection, and that hope and assurance is for everyone. My seminary professor and friend 

the Rev. Dr. Kristin Largen puts it this way, “The resurrection is not a reward for believing, or a bonus for good 

behavior. Simply put, the resurrection is the undeniable, incontrovertible proof of God’s saving love for the entire 

cosmos; a love that refuses to let us go, a love that refuses to lose even one of us.”  

 

I don’t know what personal hell you are in or have gone through in your life. But as we are collectively 

experiencing the effects of global pandemic, I am reassured of Christ’s presence in the midst of it. Christ has 

burst the bonds of hell once and for all, that is what we celebrate this season, and Christ will stop at nothing to be 

present with us, to share with us his hope and his peace in the midst of whatever we are facing.  

 

And know this, even if we are unable to be together on Easter morning, trust and believe that resurrection still 

happens because of what Jesus has already done. Resurrection will happen even if we're at home. Easter doesn't 

depend on special music, lilies, and breakfast casseroles, but on the saving act of Christ dying and rising once and 

for all.  

 

The first Easter took place with no fanfare or packed churches. But rather in the stillness of a morning with 

people tucked away in their homes out of fear. Even if this year is more like that, it will still be Easter. God is not 

fragile. Resurrection is not fragile. It does not depend on us. It all depends on God, who will surely not let us 

down. 
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Holy Week Journey at St. Matthew 

April 5th – Palm Sunday Facebook Live at 9:30 a.m.  

April 9th – Maundy Thursay Dinner Church via Zoom 6:30 p.m. 

April 10th – Good Friday Facebook Live beginning at Noon 

  April 12th— Easter Sunday – Facebook live at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

Church Council will be meeting weekly by Zoom 

 

 

 

 
W-ELCA News 

 

I have been notified by the Heart of 

Texas (HOT) Conference 

Coordinator, Wanda Kilstrom, of 

the following information: 
 

HOT Conference Gathering Postponed 
 

Due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) concerns, the 

April 4 HOT Conference Gathering has been 

postponed until Saturday, May 2, 2020.   

 

As a result, St. Matthew W-ELCA 

General Meeting will not meet on 

May 2 as previously announced.   

 

Also, the W-ELCA board 

meeting scheduled for April 8 

been rescheduled for Wednesday, 

April 15, 2020 for 1:30 p.m. in the church 

conference room. 

Thank you for understanding as we work together 

during this difficult time. 

Jean Moeller 

W-ELCA President 

 

Lutheran World Relief Postponed 

 

Due to the Coronavirus (COVID 19), Lutheran 

World Relief has postponed the delivery of quilts, 

health kits and school backpacks date to Plano, 

Texas to November 2020. At this time a date has 

not been set. As soon as a date is received for 

November it will be announced. 

 

Please continue to bring dark colored bath towels, 

bath size soap bars, nail clippers, tooth brushes and 

sturdy combs. (Please no small pocket combs). 

At this time we are very short on items needed for 

the health kits. When church services resume, bring 

items and place in the LWR BOX in the hallway. 

Also, you may make a check to: Saint Matthew 

Lutheran for $10.00 to purchase a health kit. Please 

note on the back of the white pew envelope for LWR 

Kit. 

Let this time help prepare for a big Lutheran World 

Relief Ingathering.  

 

Wanda Kilstrom - Saint Matthew - Box Shipment 

Coordinator 

 
 

 

10th Anniversary Art as Worship Exhibit 

 

abundance  reflection 

peace  mystery 
renewal  sanctuary 
light   justice 

rock 
 

In the beginning God created (Genesis 1:1). God is 

creator, God still creates today, and He calls us to be 

creative. We honor our creative God with our artistic 

creations. 

 

To celebrate our tenth anniversary, we invite 

artists to submit work that contemplates the many 

meanings and resonances of any of our previous 

themes in Scripture, in Christian thought, and in our 
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society today. Perhaps there's a theme that you 

would like to revisit. Maybe you missed a year and 

know just what you would have done (and here's 

your chance). Or maybe you want to incorporate 

multiple themes in your artwork to help us celebrate 

10 years of making art together. 

 

{We have always intended for our themes be a guide 

or encouragement rather than a restriction for an 

artistic response. This year, we hope that our themes 

broaden your creative choices and allow for us all to 

remember our first ten years of Art as Worship. We 

are planning some special surprises in the weeks 

preceding this year's exhibit, so stay tuned for that, 

as well.} 

 

Please visit www.fineartsministry.blogspot.com for 

more information or talk to Jeanne Dittmann or 

DeAnna Toten Beard. The opening gala will be held 

on Saturday, November 21 in the evening. 

 

Men’s Breakfast  

 

Men’s breakfast is cancelled for April 

 

Bible Study 
 

 Bible study led by Pastor Kelsey on 

Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. will resume 

after Easter. 

 

 

Prayer Angels 
 

Prayer Angels will meet on Sunday, April 

19th at 8:30 a.m. in the conference room.  

Due to Easter being on the second Sunday 

of the month, we will meet one week later than 

usual. 

************************************** 

A “Prayer Angel” Request 
 

A “Prayer Angel” Request Many of you are aware of 

what the “Prayer Angels” do. For those who don’t, 

we pray for our members who are going through 

illness, accidents, long term situations, etc. We 

contact each one and visit via phone or note. As 

“Angels” we pray for these individuals and check up 

on their progress. Some are “shut-ins” who are not 

able to attend Church. But by calling, notes sent, 

they are not forgotten members. We would 

appreciate having at least 2-3 more “Angels” to help 

us with this program of caring. If you have an 

interest in this type of ministry, please contact 

Florence Anderson 254-662-4225, or please let 

Pastor Kelsey know. 

 

 

Church Camp for All Ages 

 

Camp Briarwood provides church 

camp opportunities for all ages and 

we are so lucky they are part of our 

synod. Children and youth grades 1-12 are invited to 

spend a week in nature experiencing all that camp 

has to offer. Activities include: swimming, fishing, 

nature hikes, rock wall, zipline, camp fires, bible 

studies and more! Briarwood also offers a two-

week leadership program for high school students. 

St. Matthew encourages any and all interested youth 

to attend and is willing to help subsidize the cost. 

Additional assistance is available and can be found 

on their website which is briarwoodretreat.org. If 

you are interested or have questions please ask 

Jeremy Wallace at Jeremy.wallace532@yahoo.com 

or by phone at (254) 640-0858. 

 

Online Calendar Updates 

 

As we work to keep our online 

calendar up to date, please contact 

Sally Engelbrecht, 

sengel1918@yahoo.com, for any 

additions or corrections. 

 

 
 

 
Dear St. Matthew family, 
 

We wish to thank all those who have sent cards and 

those who have remembered us in their prayers and 

with their phone call, especially Florence and Farrel 

and Rosemary for brightening our day with the altar 

flowers.  It has been a difficult time in our life and 

we are blessed to have had our church family 

walking beside us on this painful journey. 

 

Ron is now a resident of Wesley 

Woods, Oak Unit, 1700 Woodgate 

Drive, Waco, TX 76712.  Although he 
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no longer speaks he enjoys getting cards and visitors 

if you are in the neighborhood.   

God bless, 

Sharon and Ron Peterson 

 

Dear St. Matthew family,  
 

Thank you so much for your support during my 

mother’s final days of life.  She taught me through 

her faith, and it is with gratefulness to her that I pray 

for you, my church family.  Thank you again for 

making a difference in my life.  
 

Sally Engelbrecht 

 

Members with Prayer Concerns:  

Members with Prayer Concerns: Ron 

Knobel, Alfred Gstattenbauer, 

Steve Jenson, Agnes Decker, Clydine 

Arthur, Ron & Stephanie Lambring, 

Lauren Roller, Elsie Pietzsch, Bill & Elnora 

Schwake, Ron Peterson, Eunice 

& John Linda, Ty Henrichs, Tammy Vickrey, 

Stephanie Partin, Irene 

Erickson, Melba Hafer, Henry & Mary Ann Lippe, 

and Ed Poehl. 

Those for whom prayer is requested: 

Able Torres, Amanda Burke, Allen Fields (Beth 

Pristash) 

Carlos Remedios, Rodney Roller, James Hurst, 

Brenda Light (Terry 

Roller) 

Roger Sanders (Clydine Arthur) 

Jimmy Moore, Laura Burney (Ross & Kim Browne) 

Philip Reyna (Mary Koon) 

Melva Williamson (Donna & Bobby Zimmerman) 

Larry Warenke (Jean & Bill Moeller) 

Dale Nutt Family, Dennis Donoho (Mary Herring) 

Renee Underwood (Donna Zimmerman) 

Jerry Murphy (Peggy Tooker) 

Ty Croford (Linda Stanford) 

Don Hancock, Angela Crow Jones (Meridith Sellers) 

Teri Vickrey, LeeAna Bond (Cameron Vickrey) 

Howard & Cindy Nesmith (Wanda Kilstrom) 

Rejoice Lutheran (Frisco, TX.) 

St. Luke’s Lutheran (Richardson, TX) 

Central Christian Church (Waco, TX) 

Riverside Community Church (Waco, TX) 

 
 

Thank you for keeping members of the 

congregation, and their friends and family in your 

prayers. We know that situations change, and as we 

work to ensure best care of those in need of prayer, 

we will keep people on the list for a month at a time. 

Please contact the church office with any additions 

or removals. 

 

The Church has acquired the use of an AED, 

Automatic External Defibrillator, for the protection 

of our congregation. The unit will be mounted in the 

hall between the Parrish Hall and the Sanctuary to 

allow for quick access to our facility. We will have 

training in both the use of the AED, as well as, 

“Hands only CPR.” Fast intervention with an AED 

and CPR in Sudden Cardiac Events can be a life 

saver. While we hope these will never be used, it is 

important to be prepared to take care of one another 

in the event of an emergency. Training date and time 

coming soon. 

 

Please note that use of the Fellowship Hall, or 

any part of church property, must be approved 

by church administration prior to use. False 

security alarms cause interruption of church 

personnel family time and can result in fines up to 

$500 by the Waco Police Department.  Advance 

request for use should be submitted to the Church 

Office.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

 

 

Sunday Bulletin Information 

 

Please make a note that any 

changes or requests that need to be in the bulletin 

on Sunday should be submitted by 12:00 p.m. on 

the Wednesday before. Thank-you for your help! 

 

Offering Giving Option 

Simply Giving is offered through the church office 

for automatic withdrawal from your checking or 

savings account to give to St. Matthew Lutheran 

Church. Forms are available on the table in the 

hallway. Please fill out the form and return to the 

church office. Should you have questions, please 

contact Linda Ludwig @ 772-9349. 

April Birthdays 

Ron Lambring    4/1 

Janet Roller    4/1 
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David Nesmith   4/2 

Florence Anderson   4/3 

Sharon Gripp    4/6 

Stephanie Partin   4/6 

Amy Taylor    4/6 

Doris Akard    4/9 

Betty Bracken    4/9 

Bradley Linda    4/9 

Sue Hensel    4/10 

Melba Hafer    4/11 

Bill Krause    4/12 

Cody Browne    4/13 

Colten Stanford   4/13 

Debbie Evans    4/14 

Elnora Schwake   4/15 

Mary Koon    4/16 

Terry Bracken    4/17 

Paul Larson    4/17 

Denise Masters   4/17 

David Boeche    4/21 

Matt Linda    4/22 

Paula Jenson    4/24 

Thomas Smith    4/30 

 

April Wedding Anniversaries 

Robert & Betty Krienke  4/17 

Henry & Mary Ann Lippe  4/23 

 

             Altar Flowers 
 

If you would like to place flowers on the 

altar ($25 for an arrangement), please sign 

up on the bulletin board outside the 

Sanctuary. 

 

 

The monthly newsletter 

deadline is the 3rd 

Sunday of each month. 

Please send submissions to 

cvanauken@grandecom.net or place your 

handwritten information and thank you notes in the 

wooden box near the entrance of the workroom.  

Thank you. 

 

mailto:cvanauken@grandecom.net

	From New Road
	St. Matthew Lutheran Church, God's Family in Service


