Good News

From New Road

We are called by the Gospel and empowered by the Word to respond to God’s grace.
February 2012 \ St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church

Growing up it wasn’t uncommon for my cousins, my brother and me to go down to the tank when we were at
my grandfather’s farm. After lunch was over, we would oftentimes go to the tank to skip stones. If you are not
familiar with skipping stones, that is where you take a “flat” rock and attempt to make it skip--bounce across the
surface of the tank. Of course, the “winner” was the one who could make the stone skip the most times before it
sank.

I always found it amazing that my cousins and brother could skip a stone across the surface of the tank three,
four, and five times, while I couldn’t get it to skip even once. No matter how hard I tried, the rock would not
skip. It simply hit the water surface and sank, just like a rock should. I would try different ways of throwing
the stone, only to have the same outcome. The rock hit the water and immediately sank. There was no
skipping, no skimming the surface, only a bunch of ripples moving out from where the rock had gone into the
water.

This memory was conjured up by a recent devotion I read. It made me think how often we live our life,
especially our life of faith, simply skipping across the water. We bounce across the surface of our faith,
touching it only briefly for a split second. We want to see how long we can stay above the surface, rather than
simply falling in. Maybe it’s because of a fear of commitment. Maybe it’s because we really want to be in
control of our own life. Maybe it’s because we don’t know what the future will be if we simply sink into the
waters of God’s grace and mercy.

Whatever the reason, as I read and pondered the devotional, I got to thinking that maybe the best way to live out
our faith in Christ is not skipping like a stone across the surface, but rather falling in--sinking into the gracious
love of Jesus Christ. And as we sink, to experience the new life that is ours in Christ’s cross and resurrection,
realizing that we are called not to skip and bounce across the surface of our faith; but rather that we are
summoned to “fall in” to the “waters™ of faith and thus cause ripples. As disciples of Jesus Christ, I believe we
are called to live a life of love and service that reaches out, becoming larger and larger, touching more and more
lives, just like the ripples of a rock having fallen into the water.

In the coming weeks, we will be considering what it means to live DiscipleLife Alive! As we make our
commitment to such a life, I want to urge you to not be a “stone” that simply skips across the surface of the
faith. [ rather want to challenge you to be a “stone” that falls and sinks in to God’s saving grace; a “stone”
which causes ripples that become larger and larger, touching other lives today and throughout the future with
God’s love and grace in Jesus the Christ. 1 want to encourage you to be alive in your life as a disciple of Jesus
Christ, sharing your faith in all you say and do.

Skipping stones may be fun and may be a challenge to accomplish. But when it comes to God’s grace and love
in Jesus Christ, there’s nothing like simply falling in and making a bunch of ripples.

Paster Paul
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; Highlights—January 8. 2012
LSS CHURCH| Members present: Pastor Paul
COUNCIL. Krupicka, Ron  Luebben,
Michael Frey, Kemper Beard, Stephanie Abright,
Kathy Nordt, Beth Pristash, James Stokes, Debbie

Evans, Alaine Copeland and Sue Hensel

Guests: Ken and Marianna Busch.

Pastor Paul led the Council in the devotion “What
Does It Mean to Believe?”

Ken and Marianna Busch gave an explanation of the
Parish Lay Missions Academy where they are doing
training. They will lead the Council in four sessions
of leadership training. The first session was
completed today.

The meeting was called to order at 1:15 p.m. by
President Ron Luebben.

Upon a motion made by Kathy Nordt, and seconded
by Kemper Beard, the minutes of the December 13,
2011 Council meeting were approved with one
correction. John Taylor will be asked to do the
audit of the church’s books for 2011.

Beth Pristash reported that the December
Treasurer’s report was unavailable due to our
meeting being held before the bank statement was
received.

Pastor Paul gave an orientation to new Council
members about the size and structure of the
congregation, authority of Council and Council

members, ways that committees and teams function
and the job of the liaison, Roberts Rules of Order,
reminded committees liaisons to list meetings on
the church calendar, mentioned the door and key
policy, keys, and security system, mentioned about
Council members mail boxes, and information
about the gym at Texas Christian Academy.

Beth Pristash, Pastor Paul, Stephanie Abright,
Peggy Tooker and Kathy Nordt will participate in
the Congregational Leadership Academy on
January 20 and 21 at Zion Lutheran Church in
McGregor.

Pastor Paul mentioned that our congregation will be
participating in the DiscipeLife Alive! Campaign
and it may be done during the Lenten services.

LYO has agreed to host a brunch on February 5,
2012 as a “Fundraiser for Briarwood”.

Old Business

1. Inventories of the facilities continue and should

be completed soon.

2. Sound System Update
Kemper Beard (Chair), Sha Towers and Doris
Akard have agreed to serve on the
committee. John and Bradley Linda are
considering the request.

3. John Taylor has agreed to audit the Financial
Records for 2011.

4. Constitution and Bylaws Revision Committee.
Michael Frey (Chair), Robert Cotner and Robert
Krienke have agreed to serve on the committee.
Lois Elliott and David Howland have
volunteered. Pastor Paul will confirm with them
that they are still willing to serve on the
committee.

5. 2011 Goals--Status of Building Fund

Committee and of Volunteer Coordinator was
discussed. At present we have neither.

New Business

1. Paul Larson discussed the flooring in the
narthex. The Building Property Committee
would like to remove the old carpet and install
tiles in the narthex. The total cost would be
$2,000 and money would be raised by fund
raisers. A motion was made by Sue Hensel and
seconded by Stephanie Abright that we start the
fund raising immediately. The motion carried.

2. Upon a motion made by Michael Frey and
seconded by Alaine Copeland , Council approved































